
YSS Spring Board Meeting Minutes  
May 14, 2020 

Virtual  
12:30-3:30 PM 

 
In Attendance: Amanda Schiavulli - President, Jenny Burke - 1st Vice President/President-Elect, 
Lisa Neuman - Past President, Chinasa Seyse - 2nd Vice President - Membership, Ashley 
Bressingham - Secretary, Elissa Valente - Treasurer, Angela Newman - 2020 Spring 
Conference Director, Chrissie Morrison - 2021 Spring Conference Director, Claire Lovell - 
Continuing Education Liaison, Amy Relyea - Conference Planning Chair, Mary Fellows - 
Legislative Committee Liaison & Youth Advocacy Committee Chair, Nan Brown - Newsletter 
Editor, Amy Holland - Communications Committee and Web Liaison, Sharon Phillips - NYS 
Library Liaison 
 
E - vote between meetings - Jennifer Burke motion to award Amy Holland the Lisa C. Wemett 
Scholarship and to award Cherilyn Wise the New Member Scholarship, Elissa Valente 
seconded, motion approved March 4, 2020 
 
E - vote between meetings - Jennifer Burke motion to appoint Caitlin Sempowich to our 
Marketing Committee, Lisa Neuman seconded, motion approved March 4, 2020 
 
12:35 PM President Amanda Schiavulli called the meeting to order  
 
Motion to approve the Meeting Agenda - Amanda Schiavulli, Elissa Valente seconded - motion 
approved 
 
Motion to approve November 14, 2019 Membership Meeting Minutes - Chrissie Morrison, Elissa 
Valente seconded - motion approved  
 
Motion to approve January 31, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes - Chrissie Morrison, Elissa Valente 
seconded - motion approved  
 
Motion to approve eVote Secretary Ashley Bressingham - Chrissie Morrison, Lisa Neuman 
seconded - motion approved  
 
Treasurer’s Report - Elissa Valente (see attached #1) - Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report 
- Chrissie Morrison, Lisa Neuman seconded - report approved 
 
Past President’s Report - Lisa Neuman (gave verbal report)  

a. Filling Executive Board Positions Update 
 
Motion to postpone elections until 2021 and that all positions remain filled with the same people 
until 2021 - Lisa Neuman, Chrissie Morrison seconded - motion approved  
 



President’s Report - Amanda Schiavulli (see attached #2) 
a. NYLA Council Updates 

 
2nd Vice President’s Membership Report - Chinasa Seyse (nothing to report)  
 
President-Elect/Vice President’s Report - Jenny Burke (see attached #3) 

a. Filling Committee Positions Update 
b. Committee Reports - Jenny Burke/Committee Chair 
c. Fall Conference - Amy Relyea 
d. Continuing Education - Claire Lovell 
e. Liaison reports - Jenny Burke/Liaison 

i. Action Item: YAC MOU Questions/Vote 
 
2020 Spring Conference Director’s Report - Angela Newman (see attached #4) 
 
2021 Spring Conference Director’s Report - Chrissie Morrison (nothing to report)  
 
Unfinished Business - none 
 
New Business  - none 
 
Adjournment - Motion to Adjourn - Chrissie Morrison, Lisa Neuman seconded - motion approved  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Attachments  
 

1. Treasurer’s Report 
 

YOUTH SERVICES SECTION  
NEW YORK LIBRARY ASSOCIATION  
Spring Board Meeting May 14, 2020  

TREASURER’S REPORT  

2019-2020 INCOME  
Projected $42,000.00 Received (through 2/29/20) 
$18,980.25  

2019-2020 EXPENSES  
Projected $43,350.00 Incurred (through 2/29/20) 
$18.791.01  

General Comments YSS continues to have a healthy fund balance and is in a good position to support NYLA as 
needed during this time. Without the Spring Conference expenses, there has not been much activity at this time.  

Please keep the Treasurer informed of any/all communication or correspondence involving financial 
transactions—income or expenses. A simple “cc” on emails to NYLA or vendors is sufficient. Especially when the 
NYLA credit card is used.  

Budget Membership dues allocation totaled $7,754.75 as of 2/29/20; for comparison, the same period last 
year was significantly lower.  

No revisions to the budget are being requested at this 
time.  

Recommendations/Requests  

● Please have any outstanding RRs for FY 2019-2020 to Amanda by June 1, 2020 for her signature and for 
her to send on to me. The budget year closes on June 30.  

● I am asking the YSS Board to instruct Committee Chairs, Directors, Planners and current Officers to review all 
expenses, allocations, and awards relevant to their responsibilities with the intent of updating budgeted funds; 
and make written recommendations to adjust allocated funds and awards to take effect in FY2020-21 to the 
treasurer.  

● To incorporate proposed adjustments and create an edited budget for FY2020-21 in a timely fashion, I need 
any written proposals of budget requests no later than June 1, 2020.  



Respectfully submitted, 
Elissa Valente  
Elissa Valente  
YSS Treasurer  

Attachments: FY 2019-20 Revised Budget, NYLA Treasurer’s Report—Spring 2020, YSS Financial Statement, Feb, YSS 

Reimbursement Request Report   
 

2. President’s Report  
 

Verbal report was given about the 5/07/20 NYLA Council Meeting. All libraries are facing 
unknowns from the COVID-19 pandemic. New staff at NYLA will be starting in June. News You 
Can Use will now be back to bi-weekly. Please read it regularly as it will have information about 
the pandemic. 
 

3. President-Elect/Vice President’s Report 
 

YSS 1st Vice President – President Elect Report 
Prepared by Jennifer Burke 

May 14, 2020 
 
 
With Chris Brewster’s departure from the Marketing Committee, I found a replacement 
for the position. Caitlin Sempowich was e-voted onto committee by the Executive Board 
on March 4. 
 
I was contacted by the following interested committee members for 2020-2021 slate and 
have their letters of interest and resumes: 
 
Empire State Award – Rickele Bello 
Pied Piper Award – Anne Nelson 
 
I don’t have any takers for these committees: 
 
Fall Conference Curation 
Marketing 
Scholarship 
Communications Committee Liaison 
 
I received two email inquiries, but they didn’t want to commit. With COVID-19, I admit 
this hasn’t been in the forefront of my mind. I plan to go through the submissions on 
Jotform. 



 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Burke 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 

YSS Fall Conference Curation Committee Report 
Spring 2020 

Amy M. Relyea 
 
A. Changes to the NYLA Conference Curators’ selection of Program 
Proposals  
B. 2020 NYLA/YSS Conference Programs 
C. Next Steps 
 
A. Changes to the NYLA Conference Curators’ selection of Program Proposals 

● first round of scoring-no longer public-done by curators & a selected group 
● during meeting in March-programs categorized by ALA Core Value & 

within by average score 
● no longer posters on all that people “claimed”-all programs read & 

discussed-kept or discarded & claimed 
● each group had 3 choices (which put YSS at 1 choice after TableTalks & 

Membership Meeting) 
● after meeting, a spreadsheet was posted & each group could claim more 

(up to 6 each) & also co-sponsor 
 
B.  2020 NYLA/YSS Conference Programs: “Strengthening Our Core” 
 
Here are the programs that YSS will be sponsoring and co-sponsoring this year at the 
2020 NYLA Conference: 
 
YSS Sponsored Programs: 
 
1. YSS Membership Meeting Featuring Barbara Dee 
Join us for a brief membership meeting followed by middle grade author Barbara Dee.  
She will be speaking on the importance of addressing “tough topics” in middle grade 
fiction.  Barbara Dee is the author of several middle grade novels including Everything I 
Know About You, Halfway Normal, and Star-Crossed.  
Barbara Dee’s latest novel, Maybe He Just Likes You, explores the subject of #MeToo 
for the middle grade audience in a heart-wrenching, yet inspiring novel about 
experiencing harassment and unwanted attention from classmates.  This look at 



consent, guilt, blame, pressure, and obligation will inspire much needed conversations 
for middle grade readers and the adults in their lives.  
 
Note: Barbara will be receiving a $500 honorarium, travel expenses of $195.50, and a 
¼ page ad in the print conference brochure, which will cost YSS $125.  Total YSS 
expense for this program is $820.50.  Reimbursement for $25 for handouts is also a 
possibility, moving the total expense to $846ish.  
 
1. Little Treehuggers by Melisa McCarthy, Brooklyn Public Library 
These environmental science and preservation lessons are presented in the guise of 
fun and impromptu after school library programs.  It’s Captain Planet meets guerrilla 
programming meets STEM! 
 
1. Storytelling Off the Page! by Jessica Espejel, New York Public Library 
Learn how to adapt well-known books into interactive, visual stories using whole body 
techniques for an inclusive and multi-sensory learning experience. 
 
1. Tackling Sex Ed in the Public Library by Rakisha Kearns-White, Brooklyn 
Public Library 
Attendees will hear how to offer judgement-free, unbiased, and inclusive programs 
about puberty, sex and sexuality using library resources and community partnerships. 
 
1. Teen Mental Health Resource Collaboration by Mary Gotham, West 
Genesee High School and Alyssa Newton, Onondaga Free Library 
A high school librarian and public librarian partner to create a unique online Mental 
Health Collection of resources and networks to support struggling teens in a multimodal 
system built for today’s youth. 
 
1. YSS Table Talks 
a. 2020 Summer Reading Program Crafts by Chrissie Morrison, Mechanicville 
District Public Library 

i.In this hands-on session, we will discuss a variety of craft ideas for the 2020 SRP theme 
while we make one of the crafts.  Crafts will span all Youth Services’ age groups. 
b. Beethoven, Bach, and Bronx Tweens by Ariana Csonka Kaleta, Tremont 
Library 

i.Learn how librarians can reignite tween interest in the library using different kinds of 
music programming, based on successful music programs one Bronx librarian created. 
b. For Felt’s Sake by Jennifer Burke, Community Library of DeWitt & 
Jamesville 

i.Learn about different types of flannel boards and ways to incorporate them in your early 
literacy programs.  Master the art of making one yourself at the table! 
b. Quirky Programs for Quirky Teens, by Grace Frenzel, Livonia Public Library 

i.To embrace our communities’ adolescents, programming must celebrate their 
eccentricities!  Let’s discuss how to develop fresh teen programs (on a shoestring 
budget) that will attract and retain this tricky population. 



b. Reach for ‘Hired’ Ground by Joan Rosen, Haverstraw King’s Daughters 
Public Library 

i.The winner of the Pied Piper Award will present on her award winning program.  
“Students will complete this workshop with an effective resume, a personal cover letter 
offering future employers a true sense of who they are, and a strong grasp on 
interviewing techniques”. 
 
YSS Co-Sponsored Programs: 

1. Building LGBTQ+ Core Collections for Public Libraries (LGBTQIART) 
2. Choosing Diverse Books for Your Juvenile & YA Libraries (SSL) 
3. Classify Nonfiction with the Dewey Hybrid Model (PLS) 
4. Collaborating to Bridge the Gap (SLSA) 
5. Diversity Books Promoting Social Emotional Well-Being (SSL) 
6. Full STEAM Ahead, Creative Technologies for Kids (MSRT) 
7. The Refugee & Immigrant Experience, as Told Through Comics (ESRT) 
8. Retro Detectives & Gamifying History through Breakout Boxes (PLS) 
9. Serving New Immigrants Beyond the Basics (ESRT) 
10.Social-Emotional Learning through Graphic Novels (PCRT) 
11.Teen E-Sports & Your Library (PCRT) 

 
Possible Lightning Round Co-Sponsored: 

1. Teens Are the New Toddlers 
2. DIY Interactive Movies: An Interactive Guide 
3. Transcending “Thoughts & Prayers” with Crisis Literature (YA) 

 

C. Next Steps: 
 

● Unknown due dates for Program Verifications?  Print Ads? Ticketed Events? 
Speaker contracts? 

● Google Form to program speakers  
● Reserve Antony’s Grill? 
● YSS Booth Reserved? 

 
 

Empire State Award Committee Report 
NYLA/YSS Executive Board Meeting 

May 5, 2020 
 
2020 ESA Business 
 
The committee has been in regular contact with Rita Williams-Garcia to coordinate 
attendance at the annual New York Library Association conference in November. 
 



Because the conference was postponed until May 2021, a live announcement of Ms. 
Williams-Garcia as the 2020 winner of the Empire State Award is not possible. Chair 
Alexandria Abenshon recorded announcement videos to share on social media/the 
listserv and shared transcripts as well. 
 
2021 ESA Business 
 
A confirmation letter via email has been shared with a Scholastic representative working 
with Mr. Brian Selznick. In it, Mr. Selznick was congratulated as the 2021 recipient of 
the Empire State Award and informed that he would be receiving a $1,000 honorarium 
and engraved medallion. He was thrilled to be awarded the Empire State Award and 
found it to be a bright spot in an unusual time. Scholastic has agreed to cover expenses 
for Mr. Selznick’s trip. 
 
2022 ESA Business 
 
The 2022 ESA Nomination Form will be shared with attendees of the annual Empire 
State Award Luncheon in November. Last year all nominations but 1 were submitted 
online. Ideally the Committee will be able to launch an email campaign to solicit 
nominations. 
 
ESA Nomination Bank Update 
 
The 2020 ESA Committee is working on compiling a working list of authors and 
illustrators residing in New York State to supplement nominations received through 
traditional means. It has been difficult to collect nominations from YSS members in the 
past and the Committee has dedicated time to brainstorming ways to increase 
engagement. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Submitted by the 2020 ESA Committee: 
Alexandria Abenshon 
Mallory Marinaro 
Gail J. Brown 
 

Pied Piper Award Committee Report 
May 2020 

 
Names, addresses, and contact information for Chair and committee members: 
 

Third Year Member Second Year Member 
(Chair) First Year Member 

Ann-Marie Helldorfer, Youth 
Services Librarian 

Lyla Grills, YA Librarian 
Penfield Public Library 

Sarah Brown, Youth Services 
Librarian 



Wm. K. Sanford Town Library 
amhelldorfer@gmail.com 
 

lyla.grills@libraryweb.or
g 
 

Webster Public Library 
sarah.brown@libraryweb.org 

 
Yearly Accomplishments: We promoted the contest in several outlets: YSS website, 
newsletter, social media and through emails to numerous library systems. We received 
only two entries. We selected Joan K. Rosen from Haverstraw King’s Daughters Public 
Library as this year’s winner, for her excellent teen job preparation program series titled 
“Reach for ‘Hired’ Ground.” Since there is no YSS Conference this year, Joan has 
enthusiastically agreed to produce a webinar about her program for YSS and is working 
with Claire Lovell on this.  
 
Unfinished Business: We need to try to increase the number of entries going forward. 
Perhaps we will be able to entice those who have been so innovative with their 
programming in response to the pandemic? One person had asked if there was a 
procedure in place to nominate a programmer. Perhaps something could be 
implemented that would allow this? We realize the programmer would probably need to 
be the one to submit the application with its various details, but maybe there’s a way to 
let them know that someone is nominating them/ requesting they enter the contest. 
 
Additional Information: I will be sending Joan K. Rosen her award certificate and 
Barnes & Noble Gift Card electronically within the next few days. I will ask the YSS 
webmaster to update the winner list soon- perhaps it should go on there May 18, the 
Monday after the conference would have taken place? 
 
Submitted by: Lyla Grills, May 7, 2020 
 
 

Marketing Committee Report 
May 2020 

 
Committee Members: 
 
Lindsay Jankovitz – 3rd year member (chair) 
Jennifer Lelinski – 1st year member 
Caitlin Sempowich 
 
Committee Updates: 

● Jennifer Lelinski has returned from maternity leave. 
● Caitlin Sempowich has joined the committee. 
● We have all felt super overwhelmed these last few months. After much 

communication with my team and after they expressed their concerns, we have 
tabled a few tasks for the time being. Right now our biggest focus is to keep our 
social media accounts running as usual, with minimal interruption.  
 

mailto:amhelldorfer@gmail.com
mailto:lyla.grills@libraryweb.org
mailto:lyla.grills@libraryweb.org


Short-term goals: 
● Continue posting to Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and Instagram. 
● Transition different roles for managing social media accounts. Caitlin has 

expressed interest in taking over our Facebook page. 
● Identify other areas where YSS can promote and increase membership. 

 
Longer-term goals: 

● Coordinate with the social media contacts for other sections to arrange for cross 
promotion to ensure that important information is getting maximum exposure.  

● Build a more robust Instagram page showcasing what other YSS members are 
doing around the state.   

● Develop connections with ALA-accredited library schools in NYS. 
● In order to give them information about NYLA/YSS that they can pass 

along to new graduates and current students. 
 
Questions for the board: 

● Is there any specific thing you would like to see come out of our committee this 
year? 
  

Committee Successes since the last committee report: 
● Consistent posting to social media via Pinterest, Facebook, and Twitter. 
● YSS Pinterest Account – Jennifer continues to run our Pinterest page.  
● YSS Facebook account – Since the last report, we have gained 13 more 

followers on Facebook. We are now up to 520 followers. This quarter: 
● Our most popular post was on March 19th and was on “Dance 

Songs for Kids.” Directly on YSS’s page, it had 2 likes and 9 
shares. Over the 9 shares, the post was liked 18 times, had 51 
engagements, and reached a total of 694 people.  

● Our second most popular post was on April 22nd on Earth Day. This 
post had 13 likes, 5 shares, 28 engagements, and reached 250 
people.   

● YSS Twitter account – Our top tweet on Twitter this quarter was “Take Your Child 
to the Library Day.” It earned 657 impressions, had 8 likes, and was retweeted 7 
times.  

● We have gained 14 new followers on Twitter since our last report to the board.  
● Our Instagram page launched in the beginning of January. So far, we have 63 

followers- up 49 since our last board report. Originally, my intent was to use this 
page to share what other YSS members are doing around the state. However, 
we’ve had very little feedback from libraries around the state. We are still trying to 
find content from libraries around the state, however, the focus has temporarily 
changed a bit.  

 
Report prepared by Lindsay Jankovitz 
Marlboro Free Library  



jankovitzl@gmail.com 
845-236-7272 ex. 220. 
 

Scholarship Committee Report 
May 2020 

 
We have awarded the spring conference scholarships to Cherilyn Wise (New Members 
Scholarship) and Amy Holland (Lisa C. Wemett Scholarship).  
 
Currently we have no applicants for the Ann Gibson Scholarship. I did have someone 
email me back in March that was planning to apply, but I suspect that everything that’s 
been going on has made it slip people’s minds/there’s uncertainty about where we’ll be 
with large gatherings in November. The deadline for this scholarship is currently May 
31. We’ll be sending out a reminder email the week of 5/11. 
 
Submitted by Meghin Roberts 
 
 

Youth Advocacy Committee Report 
May 2020 

 
Our committee has met multiples times virtually since January.  
 
A project came to fruition this month with the publication, in the May NYLA Voice, our 
advocacy article, “All in a Day: School Librarian, Public Youth Services Librarian 
Approaches to Fostering Literacy and Fitting in Lunch.”  Committee members Taylor 
Domenick and Melissa Iamonico authored the article, intended to illuminate each job’s 
responsibilities, challenges, and similarities to the other.  
 
In the pandemic, the committee’s passion for joint advocacy work is stronger than ever. 
We’re branching into new territory with a Twitter account @YACNYLA, 
#NYKidsNeedLibrarians. 
We’ve carefully outlined the parameters of what we Tweet to make the content valuable 
for members of both sections and relevant to advocacy. Our topic parameters include: 

● Whatever we post has to fit our charge (“To evolve a strong and results-oriented 
partnership in advocacy for the value of robust library service for youth.”) 

● Partnerships between school and public 

● What school/public YS librarians are doing from home now  

● Hyper-specific learning opportunities where school and publics can come 
together to advance the cause of collaboration (or frame it that way - “grab your 
school/public counterpart and tune in to…. for….”) 

 

https://www.nyla.org/april-2020-all-in-a-day-school-librarian-public-youth-services-librarian-approaches-to-fostering-literacy-and-fitting-in-lunch/?menukey=ebulletin
https://www.nyla.org/april-2020-all-in-a-day-school-librarian-public-youth-services-librarian-approaches-to-fostering-literacy-and-fitting-in-lunch/?menukey=ebulletin


We’ve taken into account privacy issues, regular content, and review of our efforts. Our 
first Tweet was May 1. We’ll be retweeting YSS and SSL tweets as they fit our 
parameters, and encourage you to follow us.  
 
Last, please remember that the Memorandum of Understanding between YSS and SSL 
is an active item on the Board’s agenda. If memory serves, the Board planned to review 
it in the preceding months and bring questions/concerns about it to the May meeting. 
SSL is working on a similar schedule. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Fellows, Chair, Youth Advocacy Committee 
 
 
NYS BATTLE OF THE BOOKS: 
 
 

YSS-SSL NYS Battle of the Books Committee 
YSS Board Report - 5/14/2020 

 
Committee Members: Liz Anastasi (YSS), Jennifer Gay (YSS), Melissa Iamonico (SSL), 
Arlene Laverde (SSL), Elizabeth Portillo (YSS) 
 

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic the NYS Battle of the Books Committee voted during its 
5/12/2020 meeting to alter the timeline of the committee.  

● It was decided that the committee would focus on creating a mini handbook (on 
the NYLA website) for the implementation of Virtual Battle of the Books. The 
Virtual BOB mini-handbook will become part of the larger NYS BOB Handbook 
that the committee will be launching at a later date. We recognized a need that is 
time sensitive and are eager and sobered to fill it. 

1. So many libraries and schools are scrambling looking for virtual programs 
they can institute for their patrons during this unprecedented time.  

2. Battle of the Books Tournaments have been canceled statewide and BOB 
libraries and schools are looking for alternatives for keeping their BOB 
teams engaged. 

3. Helping promote the viability and value of libraries during quarantine and 
its aftermath. 

4. Promote literacy, education, and a love of reading. 
5. Provide an opportunity for school-public library collaboration. 
6. Encouraging a positive activity during a difficult time for youth and staff 

alike. 
● Whether planning for an all-new type of summer reading program or planning for 

an uncertain Fall semester, the Virtual BOB Handbook will provide instructions 
on how to simply and easily implement a virtual Battle of the Books program -- 



from rules and suggested formatting and software to book titles and trivia 
questions. It can be customized and scaled to individual community/organization 
needs while still being a “plug-and-play” program. Just take our materials and run 
your own! 

● The NYS BOB Committee is contacting NYS Battle of the Books Tournaments 
from around the state asking for Book Selections and Trivia Questions from past 
years and will create a BOB Book Title and Trivia Question Bank. Libraries 
launching the NYS Virtual BOB can pick and choose from already-created 
question sets and use them in their own programs.  

o An email will be going out to NYLINE, NYLA, etc. with an announcement 
about the mini-handbook as well as a call for people to send us questions 
for the Book/Trivia Question Bank. Please spread the word! 

● The Book Title- Trivia Question Bank will give a wide variety of options to pick 
from depending on an organization’s target age, desired genres, and 
eBook/physical book availability in their region. 

● The website will be launched by June 1 but will be regularly updated with more 
information as it is received. 

 
If you have questions or would like to help please email me @ 
eanastasi@greenburghlibrary.org or call/text 845-235-9468. 
 
If you or someone you know have hosted virtual trivia games and have some tips and 
tricks to share please contact me @ eanastasi@greenburghlibrary.org or call/text 
845-235-9468. 
 
If you have BOB Questions you are kind enough to share for the NYS Virtual BOB 
Question Bank please email them to NYSBattleoftheBooks@gmail.com  
 
 

Respectfully Submitted By: 
Liz Anastasi for YSS/Melissa Iamonico for SSL 
 
 
LIAISON REPORTS: 
 

Continuing Education Liaison Report 
May 11, 2020 

 
● Planned Webinar on May 19 On Hold 

o Stephanie Anderson of Albany Public Library was scheduled to do a 
webinar about onboarding new youth services librarians on May 19.  Carol 
Geary had arranged the webinar before leaving last November.  Claire 
failed to share the information with Jeremy and NYLA before mid-April, 
wrongly thinking it had already been shared.  Stephanie did not feel 

mailto:eanastasi@greenburghlibrary.org
mailto:eanastasi@greenburghlibrary.org
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comfortable enough to do the webinar from home during NY PAUSE.  She 
requested to delay the webinar on a later date, which will need to be 
discussed and determined by the YSS board. 

● Webinar Possibility from Joan K. Rosen 
o A 2019-2020 EALA participant, Joan K. Rosen, has tentatively agreed to 

do a webinar about her program, Reach for ‘Hired’ Ground, which won the 
2020 Pied Piper Award as an excellent youth program worth emulating. 
Joan works at the Haverstraw King’s Daughter Library.  Lyla Grills, Jenny 
Burke and Lisa Neuman all worked together to suggest Joan do a webinar 
about the program.  

o Joan spoke with Claire Lovell about the logistics and details of doing a 
NYLA webinar.  Joan has a charismatic personality and has a lot to share 
about her program, so while she has never done a webinar before, Claire 
thinks she would make a good online presenter and could fill up an hour 
without being dull.  Joan would prefer to do the webinar at the library, not 
at home, and would prefer to do it after PAUSE.  She awaits to hear our 
thoughts about dates. 

● Empowerment, Advocacy and Leadership Academy 
o The final meeting of the EALA series was intended to be Thursday, May 

14.  With the postponement of the YSS conference, this won’t happen. 
Jeremy emailed the EALA participants on April 3 to share that NYLA is 
exploring dates in August and beyond in order to still offer an in-person 
final program to include student presentations to the YSS board. 

● General NYLA CE 
o CE offerings for November were finalized by April 15.  There are four 

workshops: LAMS, RASS, SMART, and SSL. 
o There was no meeting in April. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Claire Lovell 
 
 

YSS Legislative Committee Liaison Report 
May 11, 2020 

 
With a pandemic and a barrage of Executive Orders from the Governor, the funding and 
State standing of libraries changes seemingly daily. 
 
As of today: 
 
NYLA is still working with the Governor’s office to define where libraries fit in the 
phased-in reopening.  



 
The NY PAUSE Act, which allows the Governor to continue to make unilateral decisions 
responding to the pandemic, has been extended to June 7. 
 
The May 15 statewide shutdown has yet to be extended. As of this writing, there are 
seven metrics that regions must meet before beginning phased-in reopening. As of 
today, there are three regions that have met all seven metrics: Finger Lakes, Southern 
Tier and Mohawk Valley Regions. 
 
Funding: 
 
There will be three measurement periods during which the Governor and Legislature 
can reduce funding in this year’s enacted budget. The first one ended April 30. The 
second measurement period ends June 30, and the third ends December 31. 
 
Information is expected this week about any reductions from the April 30 period. The 
process is for the Governor to announce his plan, after which the Legislature has ten 
days to come up with an alternate plan.  
 
All cuts to funding are likely to trickle down to impact libraries. Cuts to State funding for 
libraries will impact systems, which may shift a greater burden to individual libraries. 
Cuts to municipalities and counties may well impact libraries in later funding cycles. 
 
Re-opening guidance, including issues of sanitation, safety/enforcement, and general 
health is still pending. 
 
Information related to Construction Aid is pending, and NYLA legislative priorities, like 
much non-pandemic legislation, are not moving. 
 
If the Board would like more frequent updates, given the fast-paced environment, 
please let me know. Since much of what I’ve shared here is public knowledge available 
from the Governor’s office and many other news sources, and since NYLA continues to 
do an excellent job of informing the library community about developments, a better 
option might be for board members to contact me with questions. But if a more formal 
report or email update is preferred, I’m happy to do that. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Fellows, YSS Legislative Committee Liaison 
 
 

Web Liaison Report 
May 12, 2020 

 



News 
I was honored to receive the 2020 Lisa C. Wemett scholarship. Lisa is a long-time 
mentor and friend, so it meant a lot to receive an award named after her! 
 
Accomplishments 
Made an online form for people to submit news they’d like posted to social media. 
 
Updated “Conference” portion of the site with COVID-19 updates and rescheduling info. 
 
Work in Progress 
Need to update site with information that’s usually announced at the spring conference: 
ESA, Pied Piper, Scholarship. Will contact the appropriate committees for this info. 
 
Questions for YSS board 
When would you like me to post ESA, Pied Piper, and Scholarship recipients? 
 
Is there candidate info for 2020 elections? 
 
Report prepared by Amy Holland, Irondequoit Public Library 
Amy.Holland@libraryweb.org 
585-336-6060 
 
 

Intellectual Freedom Liaison Report 
 
No report received as of 5/13/20 at 8:30pm. 

 
 

New York State Library Liaison Report 
May 2020 

 
 
Youth Services Update 

● NYSL/PLS Youth Services Conference Calls – Quarterly call with Youth Services 
Consultants held on May 12. Public Library System Directors also invited to 
attend the call.  Discussion items included “reimagined Summer Reading” and 
how to track participation and evaluate Summer Reading in 2020 due to 
COVID-19 impact. Youth Services Systems Consultants are working closely with 
their member libraries to support various levels of Summer Reading. 

 
Summer Reading at New York Libraries 

● READsquared - there is a steady increase in the number of new libraries signing 
up for an account, especially in the past 2 months. The latest count is nearly 400 
libraries now signed up to use READsquared.  Students can/should be 
encouraged to sign up for Summer Reading NOW through READsquared at their 
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local public library. READsquared is reporting that some libraries are signing up 
for duplicate accounts. If a library needs to verify status of a READsquared 
account, please have them email Sharon Phillips or contact 
support@r2stg.zohosupport.com 
  

● A webinar for libraries new to using the product was held on May 11, and is now 
archived along with previous READsquared webinars on the Summer Reading 
site at http://www.summerreadingnys.org/readsquared/ 
 

● CSLP is responding to the ongoing COVID-19 situation and the need for more 
online and virtual programming options by recently making additional resources 
available for libraries through the CSLP website. Information about how to 
access these resources will be shared with Youth Services Consultants and with 
libraries and will be posted on the Summer Reading site.  

 
● Libraries or systems that ordered items from the CSLP online shopping site and 

catalog and are still awaiting delivery should get in touch with CSLP to change 
their delivery address if necessary due to library closures. 

 
● Downloadable Materials and Flyers: 2020 materials are undergoing some 

additional revisions to reflect changes due to COVID-19 and library closures. To 
see currently available handouts, visit 
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/facts.htm. They will continue to be 
updated and revised throughout May. 

 
● Teen Video Challenge for 2020 – Find information on promoting the contest via 

social media and full entry details including when teens can submit their videos at 
http://www.summerreadingnys.org/teens/teens-video-challenge/  Consider 
promoting this as a collaborative project between public libraries and 
schools/school libraries, as well as one that teens can be working on NOW!  

 
● A resource list of freely available online and e-resources for students, librarians 

and educators is now on the Summer Reading site at 
http://www.summerreadingnys.org/online-and-e-resources-for-families-students-a
nd-schools/. Check back regularly for updates and additions. 

 
● Performers and Programs database update – a category for virtual programs 

and presenters was recently added to assist libraries searching for virtual 
program options. Encourage libraries to use this resource to help find virtual 
programs and also promote the Performers database to presenters and event 
performers in their communities. 

 
● Summer Meals program - Libraries that operated as approved sites in 2019 are 

unlikely to be able to participate in the same way in 2020, due to COVID-19 and 
closures. But libraries may still be able to assist with outreach of Summer Meals 
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information and with distributing/sharing resources about meals and benefits with 
their library users. Summer Meals program updates will be provided to libraries 
as we receive them from Hunger Solutions NY. Some systems and libraries are 
planning to distribute Summer Reading information at meal pick up sites like 
schools or community organization locations, which is one way to effectively 
reach students who may not have technology or Internet access available to 
them.  

 
● Statewide Summer Reading launch - A virtual option is being worked on for 

this year's launch, and a small working group is meeting this week to develop text 
and ideas. 

 
● Transforming Teen Services/T3 training update – YALSA has developed a 

new online module for the Connected Learning portion of T3 training. The new 
module was shared with State Library agencies and trainers recently.  Trainers 
are currently working through the module and then will discuss options for 
starting to offer some statewide sessions.  YALSA recommends that the online 
participant groups be limited to no more than 8-10 people because there are 
interactive elements. The training will be offered through the Canva platform, so 
participants will need to have an account set up and will be involved in a learning 
community during the trainings. This may help to address some concerns with 
travel and in-person trainings. 

 
● Did you know Summer Reading and Teen NY have a Facebook page? Like us at 

https://www.facebook.com/TeenNewYork 
 

● Questions about Summer Reading at New York Libraries may be directed to 
Sharon B. Phillips, Program Manager at Sharon.Phillips@nysed.gov 
 

Ready to Read at New York Libraries 
● SAVE THE DATE: Raising the Bar Early Literacy Training Tool and Free 

Resource – Part 2. A webinar is now scheduled for May 28 and will be open to all 
library staff in the state who are involved in working with young families and 
providing early literacy services. Presented by Eva Shapiro and Jessica Espejel 
of NYPL. Sign up and information available at 
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/earlylit/webinars.htm. Flyer and registration 
information will be shared via NYLINE. Other archived Early Literacy webinars 
are also at the link above for library staff to view or rewatch. 
 

● Spring 2020 Supercharged Storytimes online training – a condensed cycle of 
training was offered by Tonia Burton, Monroe County Library System Youth 
Services Consultant and certified SSA trainer, in April.  A total of 29 participants 
received and completed this spring SSA training.  Another SSA training session 
will be scheduled for the fall.  The SSA waiting list currently has 40 people on it. 
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● Reminder that a link has been added to the DayByDayNY sites to connect the 

English and Spanish versions. See http://daybydayny.org/ and 
http://daybydaynysp.org/. Link can be found in upper right corner of each home 
page. 

 
● Follow Ready to Read on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/Ready2ReadNY.  
 

● Questions about Ready to Read at New York Libraries may be directed to 
Sharon B. Phillips, Program Manager at Sharon.Phillips@nysed.gov. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon B. Phillips, NYSL YSS Liaison 
 
 

4. 2020 Spring Conference Director’s Report 
 
Angela Newman 
Third Year Director 
YSS Spring Meeting 
May 14, 2020 
 
2020 Spring Conference - Tentatively rescheduled for May 21, 2021 
 
Registration 
Up until the conference was postponed in late March, we had about 110 registrants. I 
am only aware of one person requesting a refund, but NYLA will have better information 
on this. Registration will reopen in January.  
 
Presenters 
About half of the scheduled presenters have agreed to return for 2021. I’ll send a 
reminder to the rest near the end of May, and then re-open the search when it makes 
sense to do so.  
 
Venues 
All of the venues were able to accommodate our new date and are holding our deposits. 
A new contract for the hotel has been sent to NYLA for their review.  
 
Vendors 
All vendors have been or are in the process of being refunded. We will start from 
scratch next year when conference registration reopens.  
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